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Issue

Provide motor scooter registration and licensing requirements in all 50 states. This report updates
OLR Report 2020-R-0257.

Summary

The term “motor scooter” usually refers to two- or three-wheeled vehicles with seats, relatively small
motors, and low top speeds. It is sometimes used interchangeably with “moped” (i.e. a vehicle with
both bicycle pedals and a motor). In Connecticut, these vehicles typically fall under the definition of
“motor-driven cycles,” which do not need to be registered with the Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) before being operated on public roads.

In the 2025 legislative session, the legislature expanded the definition of motor-driven cycle, in part
to clarify the classification of similar electric powered scooters. Effective October 1, 2025, a motor-
driven cycle is any motorcycle, scooter, or bicycle with an attached motor that has a seat height at
least 26 inches high and a gas, electric, or hybrid motor that has a capacity less than 50 cubic
centimeters (cc) or a wattage of 3,700 or less or that produces 5 brake horsepower (BHP) or less
(PA 25-159, § 39). It excludes electric bicycles (e-bikes) and electric scooters (e-scooters), which
are regulated more similarly to bicycles.

As micromobility (i.e. using small, low-speed vehicles for transport, particularly in urban
environments) has increased in popularity and different types of vehicles and devices have come to

market, the policy landscape pertaining to these vehicles has become increasingly complex and
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continues to evolve. State definitions of vehicle categories and regulatory structures reflect this
complexity. This report focuses on registration and licensing requirements for categories of vehicles
similar to those that fall under Connecticut’s motor-driven cycle definition; we exclude vehicles that
fall into the e-bike or e-scooter categories from our comparison.

Thirty-six states appear to require all motor scooters to be registered before they may be driven on
public roads, while 14 exempt a category of motor scooters from registration. Connecticut and
South Dakota appear to exempt the broadest category of motor scooters from registration. Nearly
all states require some form of license to operate a motor scooter. Some require just a standard
driver’s license, some require a motorcycle credential, and some have a special permit or restricted
license for motor scooter operation. We identified four states that do not appear to require any
license or permit for some motor scooters.

Connecticut

Legislative History of the Categorization of Motor Scooters and
Motorized Bicycles

Prior to 1976, scooters and mopeds were considered motorcycles. But in 1976, the legislature
defined “bicycles with helper motors” and removed them from the laws’ motorcycle requirements,
instead treating them as bicycles. The legislature did so, in part, at the urging of moped
manufacturers, distributors, and dealers, who touted mopeds as possessing more of the qualities
of bicycles than motorcycles. In 2008, the legislature replaced “bicycle with helper motor” with the
broader category of “motor-driven cycles,” which were motorcycles, motor scooters, or bicycles with
attached motors that had a seat height of at least 26 inches and a maximum output of 5 BHP. In
2013, the legislature changed the limit from 5 BHP to 50cc. (OLR Report 2015-R-0253 provides a
detailed legislative history of these changes.)

In 2018, the legislature passed a law to create a category for electric bicycles (e-bikes) and
generally require them to be treated like bicycles under the law (PA 18-165). By law, an e-bike is a
bicycle that has operable foot pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts and falls into one
of three classifications (see Table 1 below). In doing so, the legislature excluded e-bikes from the
definition of motor-driven cycle. E-bikes do not require registration or a driver’s license, but
someone must be age 16 or older to ride a Class 3 e-bike.
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Table 1: E-Bike Classes

Class Motor Engagement \ Motor Disengagement Top Speed

Class 1 Only while the rider uses the foot pedals When the rider stops pedaling or when it | 20 mph
hits the top speed

Class 2 While the rider pedals or with a throttle (i.e. they | When the brakes are applied or whenit | 20 mph
may be powered exclusively by the motor) hits the top speed

Class 3 Only while the rider uses the foot pedals When the rider stops pedaling or when it | 28 mph
hits the top speed

Source: CGS § 14-1

In 2025, the legislature modified the definition of motor-driven cycle again (PA 25-159, § 39). They
did so in part to address ambiguity in the treatment of two- and three-wheeled vehicles powered by
an electric motor. Because the motor-driven cycle limit was measured in cc (a measurement that
only applies to internal combustion engines), it was unclear how similar vehicles powered by an
electric motor would be classified. Under the new law (which takes effect October 1, 2025), motor-
driven cycle includes motorcycles, scooters, and bicycles with attached motors that have a seat
height of at least 26 inches and a gas, electric, or hybrid motor that has a capacity less than 50cc
or a wattage of 3,700 or less or that produces 5 BHP or less. The definition excludes vehicles
classified as “e-bikes” or “electric scooters” (see below). The act also expanded the motor-driven
cycle category to include motorized unicycles, which are one-wheeled vehicles with floorboards that
can be stood upon while riding or with foot rests for the operator.

The 2025 law also created the category of “electric scooter,” defined as a two- or three-wheeled
device that (1) weighs 100 pounds or less; (2) has handlebars; (3) is designed to be ridden in an
upright or seated position; (4) is powered by electric and human power; and (5) has a maximum
speed of 20 mph (PA 25-159, § 38). It did so by replacing and expanding the prior definition of
“electric foot scooter” to include heavier devices and allow them to have a seat. In 2019, when the
definition was initially enacted (PA 19-162), this category included only scooters that riders stand
on when riding. It was designed to regulate the growing use of e-scooters, especially through
scooter rental companies (e.g., Lime, Bird, and Veo). Some of these companies now provide
scooters with seats for rental, and the new law clarifies the treatment of these vehicles by carving
them out of the definition of motor-driven cycle.

Motor Scooter Registration and License Requirements

Connecticut law requires motor vehicles to be registered with DMV, but it exempts motor-driven
cycles and electric foot scooters (now “e-scooters,” see above) from the definition of “motor
vehicles” (CGS § 14-1(59)). Thus, owners of scooters that fall under these categories do not need
to register the scooters with DMV in order to operate them on public roads.
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Connecticut law generally requires motor-driven cycle riders to hold a driver’s license, but they do
not need to hold a motorcycle endorsement. E-scooters are generally treated as bicycles under the
law and do not require a driver’s license (CGS §§ 14-286, et seq.).

Motor scooters that do not fall under the motor-driven cycle or e-scooter categories are generally
considered motorcycles and require registration and a motorcycle endorsement. (If a scooter has a
seat height of less than 26 inches, it is considered a “mini-motorcycle” and may not be operated on
public roads or sidewalks (CGS § 14-289j). Thus, these vehicles cannot be registered.)

Other States’ Laws

Definitions

The categorization of motor scooters and moped-type vehicles varies widely among states. The
definitions are based on one or more of the following characteristics: (1) number of wheels; (2) the
presence of a seat and its height; (3) the presence of a motor or the motor type (e.g., internal
combustion engine (ICE) or electric); (4) the vehicle’s or motor’'s maximum capacity or output; (5)
the vehicle’s top speed; (6) whether the vehicle has pedals or can be powered by human power;
and (7) the power drive or transmission, and whether it is automatic or requires shifting.

In Table 2 below, for each state, we list each defined category that encompasses vehicles similar to
those falling under Connecticut’s motor-driven cycle category. Some states have a category for
motor-driven cycles that matches the federal definition (i.e. a motorcycle with a motor producing 5
BHP or less (49 C.F.R. § 571.3)). Federal vehicle safety regulations use this category to exclude
these vehicles from certain equipment requirements that apply to motorcycles, and some states
similarly do so in their equipment laws. We excluded this category for states that treat these
vehicles the same as motorcycles for licensing and registration purposes.

Most states have adopted laws defining e-bikes with the three-class structure and regulating them
similarly to bicycles (“Overview of Electric Bike Regulations,” People for Bikes). Many states have
also adopted laws regulating the use of e-scooters (“States Roll Out Electric Scooter Laws,”
National Conference of State Legislatures). Like Connecticut, most states generally exclude e-bikes
and e-scooters from other categories of low-powered cycles and scooters. We excluded e-bike and
e-scooter categories from the table below and noted if an included category explicitly excluded
these vehicles (states laws may still exclude them even if they do not do so in the definition).

As in Connecticut, motor scooters that do not meet the definitions included in the table below and
do not fall into the e-bike or e-scooter category are generally considered motorcycles and require
registration and motorcycle credentials.
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Registration

Thirty-six states require all motor scooters to be registered before they may be driven on public
roads. In some states (e.g., California and Maryland), it is only a one-time registration that does not
need to be periodically renewed like most vehicle registrations.

Fourteen states, including Connecticut, exempt a category of motor scooters from registration. Of
these states, Connecticut and South Dakota appear to have the broadest category of registration-
exempt vehicles. Eleven of these states have a limit on the speed capability of registration-exempt
vehicles in addition to limits on engine power/capacity. The most common limit is a top speed of 30
mph, but the limits range from 20 mph to 35 mph. Additionally, five of these states limit the
registration-exempt category to vehicles that have pedals for human propulsion in addition to the
motor. South Dakota and Connecticut include non-pedal vehicles in their registration-exempt
category and do not specify a speed limit. South Dakota’s category has a 50cc limit, but it does not
have a horsepower limit or specify a limit for electric-powered vehicles.

Licensing

The licensing requirements for operating a motor scooter or moped type vehicle vary considerably
by state. As displayed in Table 2 below, in the majority of states, a standard driver’s license allows
someone to operate these vehicles. However, as discussed above, states do not uniformly define
motor scooters and mopeds and many have multiple vehicle categories that cover these vehicle
types. For example, a number of states (1) separately define “motor-driven cycles,” which generally
may have a more powerful motor, and (2) require operators to have a motorcycle license or
endorsement (e.g., Arkansas and Idaho). Some states require a motorcycle license or endorsement
for all motor scooters or mopeds, such as Mississippi, Texas, and West Virginia. Additionally,
several states offer a restricted license or special permit that allows younger riders (typically age 14
or 15) to operate these vehicles (e.g., Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Indiana, and lowa). In some of
these states, older individuals without a driver’s license are also eligible to apply for a restricted
license or special permit.

We identified four states that do not appear to require any license or permit for at least some
categories of motor scooters or mopeds (North Carolina, Oklahoma, Vermont, and Virginia).
Additionally, some states generally allow local governments to regulate the operation of these
vehicles within their jurisdiction. For example, motorized scooter operators in Oklahoma (1) do not
need a driver’s license unless one is required by local ordinance and (2) must be at least age 14
unless a local ordinance requires an older age.
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Table 2: State Registration and License Requirements

Applicable Definitions*

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Motor-driven cycle” is (1) any
motorcycle (including motor
scooter) that is < 150cc,

Motorcycle endorsement or

14- and 15-year-olds
can apply for restricted

Ala. Code § 32-12-22;
Ala. Code §§ 40-12-240

Alabama < 5 BHP, and < 200 pounds and Yes restricted license motor-driven cycle 8242,
(2) a bicycle with a helper motor, license Ala. Admin. Code r.
other than an e-bike 810-5-1-.238
(Ala. Code § 32-1-1.1)
“Motor-driven cycle” is a
Alaska Stat.
motorcycle, motor scooter, Standard driver's license or 14- and 15-year-olds 28a:0a01 1a&
Alaska motorized bicycle, or similar Yes . _ can apply for motor- £0.TUU11 .
vehicle that is < 50cc motor-driven cycle permit driven cycle permit 28.10.421(b)(4);
(Alaska Stat. § 28.90.990) Aishe Ll
“Moped” is a bicycle with a helper
motor, excluding an e-bike and
, certain scooters, that (1) is < 50cc o Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 28-
Arizona and < 1.5 BHP and (2) has a top Yes Any class of driver's license 2513
speed < 25 mph
(Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 28-101)
“Motorized bicycle” is any bicycle,
excluding an e-bike, with an Motorized bicycle: Standard
automatic transmission that driver's license, motorcycle
displaces < 50cc Motorized | license, motor-driven cycle 14-and 15-year-olds
“Motor-driven cycle” is any Bicycles: No | license, or motorized bicycle can apply for motorized | Ark. Code 8§ 27-20-
Arkansas bicycle certificate or 105, -106, & -111

vehicle, other than a motorized
bicycle, that (1) has up to three
wheels and a seat for the rider
and (2) is < 250cc

(Ark. Code § 27-20-101)

Motor-Driven

cycles: Yes

certificate

Motor-driven cycle: Motorcycle
license or motor-driven cycle
license

motor-driven cycle
license

2025-R-0128

September 26, 2025

Page 6 of 26



https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama?section=32-1-1.1
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama?section=32-12-22
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama?section=40-12-240
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama?section=40-12-242
https://admincode.legislature.state.al.us/administrative-code/810-5-1-.238#:~:text=238%20%2D%20Registration%20Of%20Motor%20Vehicles%20Not%20Subject%20To%20Titling
https://admincode.legislature.state.al.us/administrative-code/810-5-1-.238#:~:text=238%20%2D%20Registration%20Of%20Motor%20Vehicles%20Not%20Subject%20To%20Titling
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#28.90.990
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#28.90.990
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#28.90.990
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#28.10.421
https://dmv.alaska.gov/credential-services/motorcycle-license/
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/00101.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/02513.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/02513.htm
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/title-27/subtitle-2/chapter-20/subchapter-1/section-27-20-101/
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/title-27/subtitle-2/chapter-20/subchapter-1/section-27-20-105/
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/title-27/subtitle-2/chapter-20/subchapter-1/section-27-20-105/
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/title-27/subtitle-2/chapter-20/subchapter-1/section-27-20-106/
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/title-27/subtitle-2/chapter-20/subchapter-1/section-27-20-111/

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

California

"Moped” is any two- or three-
wheeled device with (1) fully
operable pedals (or none if
powered solely by electrical
energy), (2) an automatic
transmission, (3) a motor
producing < 4 gross BHP, and (4)
a top speed < 30 mph.
“Motor-driven cycle” is a
motorcycle with an engine
displacing < 150cc (excluding a
moped)

(Cal Veh. Code §§ 405 & 406)

Yes (buta
moped
registration is
one-time)

Moped: M2 (moped) or M1
(motorcycle)
license/endorsement

Motor-driven cycle: M1
motorcycle license/endorsement

Cal. Veh. Code §
12804.9;

California DMV
Motorcycle Handbook;

California DMV
Motorcycles, Mopeds,
and Scooters

Colorado

“‘Low-power scooter” is any self-
propelled vehicle with (1) three or
fewer wheels, (2) no manual
clutch, and (3) a motor either
<50cc or < 4,475 watts. It
excludes e-bikes and e-scooters

(Colo. Rev. Stat. § 42-1-102)

Yes

Standard driver’s license

Colorado Division of
Motor Vehicles

Connecticut

“Motor-driven cycle” is any
motorcycle, motor scooter, or
bicycle with helper motor (but not
an e-bike or e-scooter) that has
(1) a seat height > 26 inches and
(2) a gasoline, hybrid, or electric
motor that has a capacity

< 50cc, has a wattage of 3,700
watts or less, or produces <5
BHP

(CGS § 14-1, as amended by PA
25-159, § 39)

No

Standard driver’s license
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Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

Delaware

“Moped” is a pedal or non-pedal
bicycle, other than an e-bike, with
two tandem wheels, at least one
of which is 10 inches in diameter,
that has (1) an ICE < 50cc or (2)
an electric motor that may be
used exclusively to propel the
bicycle faster than 20 mph or
continues to provide pedal
assistance at speeds faster than
28 mph

(Del. Code tit. 21, § 101)

Yes Standard driver’s license

Delaware DMV

Florida

“Moped” is any vehicle with (1)
pedals to allow human propulsion;
(2) a seat or saddle for the rider;
(3) a motor rated < 2 BHP that
cannot propel the vehicle faster
than 30 mph (and, if it has an
ICE, is < 50cc); and (4) a power
drive system that functions
without clutching or shifting. It
excludes e-bikes

(Fla. Stat. § 320.01)

Yes Standard driver’s license

Fla. Stat.§ 320.0803;

Florida Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles
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https://delcode.delaware.gov/title21/c001/index.html
https://dmv.de.gov/VehicleServices/specialvehicles/index.shtml?dc=ve_reg_moped
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https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0320/Sections/0320.0803.html
https://www.flhsmv.gov/driver-licenses-id-cards/motorcycle-rider-education-endorsements/motorcycle-motor-scooter-moped-and-motorized-scooter/
https://www.flhsmv.gov/driver-licenses-id-cards/motorcycle-rider-education-endorsements/motorcycle-motor-scooter-moped-and-motorized-scooter/

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Moped” is a two- or three-
wheeled motor-driven cycle (1)
with or without pedals; (2) that
has an independent source
providing < 2 BHP (and < 50cc, if

Standard driver’s license or

Ga. Code § 40-2-20;

Georgia it has an ICE); (3) that has a top No instruction permit Ga. Code § 40-6-351:
speed < 30 mph; and (4) that has Georgia Driver Services
a power drive system that
functions without clutching or
shifting
(Ga. Code § 40-1-1)
‘Moped” is a device with (1) two
or three wheels; (2) a motor with
a maximum power output of < 2
HP (1,492 watts) and, if ICE, a Any class of driver's license or a Haw. Rev. Stat. §

) piston displacement < 50cc; (3) a . 291C-194;
Hawaii Yes moped license

top speed < 30 mph; and (4) a
power drive system that does not
require shifting or clutching. It
excludes an e-scooter

(Haw. Rev. Stat. § 286-2)

Hawaii Department of
Transportation (DOT)
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https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/title-40/chapter-1/article-1/section-40-1-1/
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https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/title-40/chapter-6/article-13/part-4/section-40-6-351/
https://dds.georgia.gov/mopeds-and-scooters
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0286/HRS_0286-0002.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0291C/HRS_0291C-0194.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0291C/HRS_0291C-0194.htm
https://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/safe-communites/motorcycles-motor-scooters-and-mopeds-general-information/
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Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

Idaho

“Moped” is a two- or three-
wheeled, limited-speed motor-
driven cycle that has (1) wheels
less than 20 inches in diameter
and (2) a motor with a top speed
< 30 mph. If an ICE is used, it
must be < 50cc engine and have
a power drive system that does
not require clutching or shifting. It
includes non-pedal e-bikes that
produce < 2 BHP and meet
federal safety standards for
motor-driven cycles

“Motor-driven cycle” is a cycle
producing < 5 BHP as originally
manufactured that meets federal
safety standards. Idaho DOT
applies a 3,729 watt limit for
electric motors. It excludes e-
bikes

(Idaho Code § 49-114)

Moped: No
Motor-driven

Moped: Standard driver’s license
Motor-driven cycle: Motorcycle

cycle: Yes

endorsement

Idaho Code § 49-114;
Idaho Transportation
Department

llinois

“Moped” is a motor-driven cycle,
with or without pedals, that has a
(1) speed attainable in one mile of
more than 20 mph but not more
than 30mph and (2) motor
producing < 2 BHP (and, if an
ICE, < 50cc)

(625 1ll. Comp. Stat. 5/1-148.2)

Yes

Standard driver’s license

lllinois Secretary of
State: Rules of the
Road & FAQ
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https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title49/t49ch1/sect49-114/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title49/t49ch1/sect49-114/
https://www.hiddensprings.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2-Wheel_and_3-Wheel_Vehicle_Requirements.pdf
https://www.hiddensprings.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2-Wheel_and_3-Wheel_Vehicle_Requirements.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/Documents/legislation/ilcs/documents/062500050K1-148.2.htm
https://www.ilsos.gov/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a112.pdf
https://www.ilsos.gov/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a112.pdf
https://www.ilsos.gov/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a112.pdf
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/vehicles/title_and_registration/faq.html

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Motor driven cycle” is a motor
vehicle that (1) has a seat or
saddle for the rider’s use, (2) has
three or fewer wheels, (3)

Standard driver’s license or
permit or unexpired ID card with

Residents at least age

Indiana Bureau of
Motor Vehicles:

Indiana complies with specified Yes motor driven cycle (MDC) 15 are eligible to obtain | Motorcycles and Motor-
equipment requirements, (4) is < ' y
5800? and (5)qis registered( u)nde_r endorsement VDG endorsement gglses?figat(i:cl)is & FAQ
state law. It excludes e-bikes
(Ind. Code § 9-13-2-104.1)
Those who are at least
“Motorized bicycle” is a motor age 14 are eligible for a
vehicle that has a seat for the motorized bicycle
lowa rider, up to three wheels, and a Ves Standard driver’s license or license; applicants lowa Code § 321.189;

top speed of < 39 mph. It
excludes e-bikes

(lowa Code § 321.1)

motorized bicycle license

under age 16 must
pass an approved
motorized bicycle
education course

lowa DOT
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https://iga.in.gov/laws/2024/ic/titles/9#9-13-2-104.1
https://www.in.gov/bmv/registration-plates/vehicle-registrations/motorcycles-and-motor-driven-cycles/motorcycle-and-motor-driven-cycle-classifications/
https://www.in.gov/bmv/registration-plates/vehicle-registrations/motorcycles-and-motor-driven-cycles/motorcycle-and-motor-driven-cycle-classifications/
https://www.in.gov/bmv/registration-plates/vehicle-registrations/motorcycles-and-motor-driven-cycles/motorcycle-and-motor-driven-cycle-classifications/
https://www.in.gov/bmv/registration-plates/vehicle-registrations/motorcycles-and-motor-driven-cycles/motorcycle-and-motor-driven-cycle-classifications/
https://www.in.gov/bmv/registration-plates/vehicle-registrations/motorcycles-and-motor-driven-cycles/motorcycle-and-motor-driven-cycle-classifications/
https://www.in.gov/bmv/registration-plates/vehicle-registrations/motorcycles-and-motor-driven-cycles/motor-driven-cycles-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2025/321.189.pdf
https://iowadot.gov/media/8770/download?inline

Table 2 (continued)

Registration

Applicable Definitions Required?

Licensing Requirements Citations

“Motorized bicycle” is any device
with two tandem or three wheels
that can be propelled by human
power or a motor, or both, and
has (1) a motor that produces <
3.5 BHP, (2) a cylinder capacity <

130cc, (3) an automatic Motorized bicycle: Standard Those who are at least | Kan. Stat. § 8235,
transmission, and (4) a maximum driver's license or restricted age j5 are ellglple fora | Kansas Depgdment of
top speed < 30 mph. It excludes motorized bicycle license rgstrlcte_d motorized Revenue: Driving .
Kansas e-bikes Yes M . ) bicycle license after Handbook & Motorized
otor-driven cycle: Standard assing the required Bicycle Registration
(Kan. Stat. § 8-120) ariver's license \F/)vrittengand vis?JaI For\r/n :

“Motor-driven cycle” is any (1)
motorcycle (including a motor
scooter) producing < 5 BHP or (2)
bicycle with attached motor,
excluding motorized bicycles and
e-bikes

(Kan. Stat. § 8-1439)

“Moped” is any motorized bicycle
with or without pedals that (1)

examinations

produces < 2 BHP, (2) is < 50cc, As of July 15, 2024,

(3) has an automatic o Kentucky no longer Ky. Rev. Stat. §§
Kentucky transmission, and (4) has a top No Standard driver’s license offers a stand-alone 189.285 & 186.410

speed < 30 mph moped license

(Ky. Rev. Stat. §§ 186.010 &

186.020)
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https://www.kslegislature.gov/li_2024/b2023_24/statute/008_000_0000_chapter/008_001_0000_article/008_001_0026_section/008_001_0026_k/
https://www.kslegislature.gov/li_2024/b2023_24/statute/008_000_0000_chapter/008_014_0000_article/008_014_0039_section/008_014_0039_k/
https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/statute/008_000_0000_chapter/008_002_0000_article/008_002_0035_section/008_002_0035_k/
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/dlhb.pdf#search=motor-driven%20cycle
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/dlhb.pdf#search=motor-driven%20cycle
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/dlhb.pdf#search=motor-driven%20cycle
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/tr-mb2014.pdf
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/tr-mb2014.pdf
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/tr-mb2014.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=55786
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=56306
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=6361
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=6361
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=55913

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Motorized bicycle” is any pedal
bicycle, other than an e-bike,
which (1) can be propelled by
motor, human power, or both; (2)

La. Stat. §§ 32:198 &

Louisiana is rated < 1.5 BHP; (3) has a Yes Standard driver’s license 47501
capacity < 50cc; (4) has an A0
automatic transmission; and (5)
has a top speed < 25 mph
(La. Stat. § 32:1)
“Motorized bicycle” is a bicycle,
other than an e-bike, with or
without pedals, that has an
attached motor rated < 1.5 BHP Motorized bicycle: Any class of
dat d < 25 mph L0loriZed DICYCle. i
?I\; § op speed = _ mp _ Motorized operator’s license, instruction Moped Ilcens? maybe | e Rev. Stat. tit 29-A,
. oped” is a motgnzed device, Motorized permit, or motorcycle or moped issued to applicants § 1254;
Maine other than an e-bike, that has (1) bicycle:No | & o reement who are at least age 16 Vaine D :
two or three wheels at least 10 Moped: Yes and have passed the aine Department 0

inches in diameter; (2) a motor

< 50cc or < 1,500 watts; and (3) a
power drive system that does not
require clutching or shifting

(Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 29-A, § 101)

Moped: Any class of operator’s
license (including moped license)

required examination

the Secretary of State
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https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=88016
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=88182
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=102293
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/29-A/title29-Asec101.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/29-a/title29-asec1254.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/29-a/title29-asec1254.html
https://www.maine.gov/sos/bmv/vehicles/registering-other-than-passenger-vehicle/off-road-vehicles-motorized-scooters-mopeds-and-motorcycles
https://www.maine.gov/sos/bmv/vehicles/registering-other-than-passenger-vehicle/off-road-vehicles-motorized-scooters-mopeds-and-motorcycles

Applicable Definitions*

“Moped” is any bicycle (other than
an e-bike) that is designed to use
human power with motor
assistance and has (1) pedals
that drive the rear wheels; (2) two

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

or three wheels with at least one Yes (but
more than 14 inches in diameter; owners
ang ('?;)'ta' mOt?(r:Etidsi) 1.5BHP rggig’le :ottlge Those who are at least
and, ITitis an ILE, < oUce iconse olate age 16 can apply for a
(Md. Code, Transp. § 11-134.1) * | Standard driver’s license or moped permit, which
Maryland . that must be . . . Maryland DOT
Motor Scooter” is a non-pedal displayed and moped permit requires vision
vehicle, other than an e-scooter, | yoas not need screening and a
with (1) a seat for the operator 0 be knowledge test
and two wheels, one of which is o
. - periodically
more than 10 inches in diameter; renewed)
(2) a step-through chassis; (3) a
motor rated < 2.7 BHP and, if it is
an ICE, < 50cc; and (4) an
automatic transmission
(Md. Code, Transp. § 11-134.5)
“Motorized bicycle” is any bicycle
(other than an e-bike), with or Massachusetts Registry
without pedals, that has (1) a Standard driver's | of Motor Vehicles:
Massachusetts | helper motor < 50cc, (2) an Yes anaard drivers ficense or Moped Registration &

automatic transmission, and (3) a
top speed < 30 mph
(Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 90, § 1)

permit

Moped Operatin
Requirements
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https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/N0E0923A0063911E4A7AFC12E26C452FC?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/N0CEFCDF1CBAB11EA93CAAA8D5255C4BE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://mva.maryland.gov/about-mva/Pages/info/26300/26300-32T.aspx
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter90/section1
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-moped-registration?_gl=1*p62qh2*_ga*MTk5OTAzNDE0OC4xNzU3NDM0NzE0*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*czE3NTgxMTgxNjkkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTgxMTk5MjQkajU2JGwwJGgw
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-moped-registration?_gl=1*p62qh2*_ga*MTk5OTAzNDE0OC4xNzU3NDM0NzE0*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*czE3NTgxMTgxNjkkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTgxMTk5MjQkajU2JGwwJGgw
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-moped-registration?_gl=1*p62qh2*_ga*MTk5OTAzNDE0OC4xNzU3NDM0NzE0*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*czE3NTgxMTgxNjkkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTgxMTk5MjQkajU2JGwwJGgw
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/moped-operation-requirements#:~:text=Restrictions%20when%20operating%20a%20moped%20and%20motorized%20scooters,-Restrictions%20when%20operating&text=You%20must%20have%20a%20valid,than%2020%20miles%20per%20hour.
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/moped-operation-requirements#:~:text=Restrictions%20when%20operating%20a%20moped%20and%20motorized%20scooters,-Restrictions%20when%20operating&text=You%20must%20have%20a%20valid,than%2020%20miles%20per%20hour.

Table 2 (continued)

Registration

Required? Citations

Applicable Definitions*

Licensing Requirements

“Moped” is any two- or three-

wheeled vehicle (other than an e- Those who are at least

bike) that has a (1) motor < 100cc Standard driver’s license (among | age 15 and unlicensed -
Michigan with a top speed < 30 mph and Yes various other license classes) or | may apply for moped I\S/Itlggqan Department of

(2) power drive system that does a moped license license and must pass | =

not require shifting required tests

(Mich. Comp. Laws § 257.32b)

“Motorized bicycle” is any bicycle Th03165Wh0 argta.t least

(other than an e-bike) (1) with a age g mayc; ?tm a

. liquid fuel or electric motor that is v Standard driver’s license or mopel tperml ar erd Minnesota Department

Minnesota | <’50cc and < 2 BHP and (2) has a ® | moped permit corpeind edUIe® | of Public Safety

N tests (including a state-

op speed < 30 mph

. approved moped safety

(Minn. Stat. § 169.011) course)

“Motor scooter” is a two-wheeled

vehicle with (1) a seat for the

operator; (2) one wheel that is at Mississippi Department

o least ten inches in diameter; (3) a v Mot e end { of Revenue;

MlSSISSIpp| Step-through chassis: and (4) a es otorcycle enaorsemen Mississippi Department

motor < 2.7 BHP and, if the motor of Public Safety

is an ICE, < 50cc

(Miss. Code § 63-3-103)

“Motorized bicycle” is any two- or

three-wheeled device (other than . -

an e-bike) with (1) an automatic lli{/l(lesvseonuur(lapepartment of
Missouri transmission, (2) a motor < 50cc No Standard driver’s license T

and < 3 BHP, and (3) a top speed Missouri Highway

<30 mph Patrol

(Mo. Stat. § 307.180)
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https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-257-32b
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/all-services/moped-tab
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/all-services/moped-tab
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/169.011
https://s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/assets.dps.mn.gov/s3fs-public/migrated-files/divisions/ots/mmsc/rider-training/Documents/motorcycle-manual.pdf
https://s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/assets.dps.mn.gov/s3fs-public/migrated-files/divisions/ots/mmsc/rider-training/Documents/motorcycle-manual.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/title-63/chapter-3/article-3/vehicles-equipment-and-the-like-defined/section-63-3-103/
https://www.dor.ms.gov/motor-vehicle/motor-vehicle-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.dor.ms.gov/motor-vehicle/motor-vehicle-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.driverservicebureau.dps.ms.gov/node/299#:~:text=To%20operate%20a%20motorcycle%20or%20motor%20scooter,the%20age%20of%2017%2C%20whichever%20occurs%20first.
https://www.driverservicebureau.dps.ms.gov/node/299#:~:text=To%20operate%20a%20motorcycle%20or%20motor%20scooter,the%20age%20of%2017%2C%20whichever%20occurs%20first.
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=307.180
https://dor.mo.gov/faq/motor-vehicle/titling-registration.html
https://dor.mo.gov/faq/motor-vehicle/titling-registration.html
https://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Root/mopedsAndScooters.html
https://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Root/mopedsAndScooters.html

Table 2 (continued)

Registration

Applicable Definitions Required?

Licensing Requirements Citations

“Moped” is any two- or three-
wheeled vehicle with (1) foot
pedals to allow muscular
propulsion; (2) an independent
power source providing < 2 BHP
Montana that cannot propel the device, No Motorcycle endorsement
unassisted, faster than 30 miles
an hour; and (3) a power drive
system that does not require
clutching or shifting

(Mont. Code § 61-8-102)
“Moped” is any device with (1)
pedals for human propulsion, (2)
an automatic transmission, (3) a Neb. Rev. Stat. § 60-
Nebraska motor < 50cc and producing < 2 No Standard driver’s license 6.310;

BHP, and (4) a top speed < 30 Nebraska DMV

mph -
(Neb. Rev. Stat. § 60-338)

“Moped” is any two- or three-
wheeled motor-driven scooter,
motor-driven cycle, or similar
vehicle (other than an e-bike or e-
scooter) with (1) an engine < 2
gross BHP that has a
displacement < 50cc or produces
< 1,500 watts and (2) a top speed
<30 mph

(Nev. Rev. Stat. § 482.069)

Montana Department of
Justice

Yes (does not
require Any class of driver’s license Nevada DMV
renewal)

Nevada
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https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0610/chapter_0080/part_0010/section_0020/0610-0080-0010-0020.html
https://mvdmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/25-1500-Montana-Motorcycle-Manual.pdf
https://mvdmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/25-1500-Montana-Motorcycle-Manual.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=60-338
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=60-6,310
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=60-6,310
https://dmv.nebraska.gov/dvr/title/moped
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-482.html#NRS482Sec069
https://dmv.nv.gov/moped.htm

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

New
Hampshire

“Moped” is any motor-driven cycle
(other than an e-bike) that (1) has
a top speed < 30 mph; (2) has a
displacement < 50cg, if it has an
ICE; and (3) has a power -drive
system that does not require
shifting

(N.H. Rev. Stat. § 259:57)
“Motor-driven cycle” is any (1)
motorcycle or motor scooter
producing < 5 HP or (2) bicycle
with attached motor, excluding e-
bikes

(N.H. Rev. Stat. § 259:65)

Yes

Moped: Any class of license or a
moped license

Motor-driven cycle: Motor-driven
cycle license which allows the
operator to drive any moped,
motor scooter, bicycle with
attached motor, or small
motorcycle with up to 5 HP

N.H. Rev. Stat. §§
261:40 & 261:141;

New Hampshire DMV

New Jersey

“Motorized bicycle” is any pedal
bicycle (excluding class 1 and
class 2 e-bikes and e-scooters)
with (1) a helper motor that is
either < 50cc or < 1.5 BHP and
the bicycle has a top speed < 25
mph or (2) with an electric motor
that can propel the bicycle faster
than 20 mph but has a top speed
<28 mph

(N.J. Stat. § 39:1-1)

Yes

Standard driver’s license or
moped permit/license

Those who are at least
age 15 can obtain a
moped permit and must
pass required testing to
validate the permit
before receiving a
moped license

New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission

New Mexico

“Moped” is any two- or three-
wheeled vehicle with (1) an
automatic transmission, (2) a
motor < 50cc, and (3) a top speed
<30 mph

(N.M. Stat. §§ 66-1-4.11 & 66-3-
1101)

No

Standard driver’s license

New Mexico Motor
Vehicle Division
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https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/XXI/259/259-57.htm
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/XXI/259/259-65.htm
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/XXI/261/261-40.htm
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/XXI/261/261-40.htm
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/XXI/261/261-141.htm
https://www.dmv.nh.gov/drivers-licensenon-driver-ids/license-classifications-restrictions-and-endorsements
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll/statutes/1/32347/32348?f=templates&fn=document-frameset.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/mopedatv.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/mopedatv.htm
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4422/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4422/index.do#66-3-1101
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4422/index.do#66-3-1101
https://www.mvd.newmexico.gov/chapter-18-other-vehicles/
https://www.mvd.newmexico.gov/chapter-18-other-vehicles/

Table 2 (continued)

Registration

Applicable Definitions Required?

Licensing Requirements Citations

“Limited use motorcycle” is a two-
or three-wheeled vehicle with a
saddle for the rider, classified as
follows: (1) Class A for vehicles
with a top speed between 30 mph

New York and 40 mph: (2) Class B for Ves Class A: Motorcyclg license New York Delpartment
vehicles with a top speed Class B or C: Any license class of Motor Vehicles
between 20 mph and 30 mph;
and (3) Class C for vehicles with
a top speed < 20 mph

(N.Y. Veh. & Traf. Law § 121-b)

“Moped” is any two- or three-
wheeled vehicle, excluding a e-
bike, with (1) no external shifting
device and (2) an electric, motor
fuel, alternative fuel, or
combination motor that is < 50cc
and has a top speed < 30 mph

(N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-4.01)

No driver’s license required
Yes (need driver's license or ID to North Carolina DMV
register moped)

North Carolina
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/VAT/121-B
https://dmv.ny.gov/registration/register-a-limited-use-motorcycle-moped
https://dmv.ny.gov/registration/register-a-limited-use-motorcycle-moped
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-4.01.pdf
https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/title-registration/vehicle/Pages/moped-requirements.aspx

Applicable Definitions*

Registration

Required?

Table 2 (continued)

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Motorized bicycle” is any two- or
three-wheeled vehicle that has (1)
foot pedals for human propulsion
or footrests for the riders’ use, (2)
a power source providing < 2
BHP having a maximum piston or
rotor displacement of 3.05 cubic

Operator’s license, temporary
permit, instruction permit,

Those who are at least
age 14 can obtain a

North Dakota
Department of

North Dakota | inches (roughly 50cc) [49.98 Yes . , motorized bicycle Transportation;
milliiters] if an ICE is used, (3) a g?°t°|r°y°'e p.‘frm't' or motorized | o it after pgssing a | North Dakota Highway
top speed < 30 mph, (4) a power icycle permi written examination Patrol
drive system that does not
required clutching or shifting, and
(5) a width < 32 inches. It
excludes e-bikes
(N.D. Cent. Code § 39-01-01)

“Motorized bicycle or moped” is

any vehicle that (1) has either two

tandem wheels or one wheel in

the front and two wheels in the

rear, (2) may be pedaled, (3) has

a helper motor < 50cc that Thz)ts_)e( tho aretahges 14

produces < 1 BHP, and (4) a top Motorized bicycle / moped: or 1o {ordo not have a ;

speed < 20 mph. It excludes an e- Standard driv\ér’s Iicen:e or valid driver's license) Ohio Bureau of Motor
bike moped license can obtain a moped Vehllcles:.Vehchel

Ohio Yes license after passing Registration & Driver's

“Motor-driven cycle or motor
scooter” is any two- or three-
wheeled vehicle that (1) has a
seat and a floor pad for the rider's
feet; (2) has a motor between 50
and 100cc, that produces <5
BHP; and (3) can go faster than
20 mph

(Ohio Rev. Code § 4501.01)

Motor-driven cycle / motor
scooter: Motorcycle or motor
scooter license or endorsement

the required tests;
probationary licenses

required for those under

age 16

Licenses;
Ohio Driver Manual
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https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t39c01.pdf
https://www.dot.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Motor%20Vehicle%20Services/registration-manual.pdf
https://www.dot.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Motor%20Vehicle%20Services/registration-manual.pdf
https://www.dot.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Motor%20Vehicle%20Services/registration-manual.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/ndhp/node/148
https://www.nd.gov/ndhp/node/148
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4501.01
https://bmv.ohio.gov/vr-firstissuance.aspx
https://bmv.ohio.gov/vr-firstissuance.aspx
https://bmv.ohio.gov/vr-firstissuance.aspx
https://www.bmv.ohio.gov/dl-mo-motorcycle.aspx
https://www.bmv.ohio.gov/dl-mo-motorcycle.aspx
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/publicsafety.ohio.gov/hsy7607.pdf

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

Oklahoma

“Motorized bicycle” is any bicycle
with (1) pedals for propulsion by
human power; (2) a power drive
system that does not require
clutching or shifting; (3) an ICE <
80cc; and (4) a top speed < 35
mph. It excludes e-bikes

(Okla. Stat. Tit. 47 § 1-104 (C))

“Motorized scooter” is any vehicle
with three or fewer wheels and
with (1) handlebars and a foot
support or seat for the rider’s use;
(2) a power source (< 50cc if an
ICE); and (3) a top speed < 35
mph (if electric power source,
vehicle must be programmed to
not exceed this speed)

(Okla. Stat. tit. 47, § 1-133.3)

“Moped” is any motor-driven cycle
with (1) an electric motor or ICE
producing < 2 BHP and (2) a top
speed < 35 mph. Ifit has an ICE,
it must be < 50cc and have a
power drive system that does not
require clutching or shifting. If it
has an electric power source, it
must be < 750 watts

(Okla. Stat. tit. 47, § 1-133.2)
“Motor-driven cycle” is any motor
vehicle with up to three wheels, a

seat or saddle for the rider and
either (1) an ICE that is between

Motorized scooter: No driver's

Motorized | :

bicvcle: No Ilcepse unless required by local
#' ordinance

M Motorized bicycle: standard
scooter: No —

Moped: Yes driver’s license

~OREC. Moped: Unclear
Motor-driven . _

; Motor-driven cycle: Motorcycle

cycle: Yes

endorsement

Motorized scooter
operators must be at
least age 14, unless a
local ordinance requires
an older age; the law
authorizes
municipalities to
regulate motorized
scooter use

Okla. Stat. tit. 47, § 1-
133.3

Service Oklahoma:
Motorcycles, Trailers &
More and Motorcycle
Endorsement
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https://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.aspx
https://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.aspx
https://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.aspx
https://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.aspx
https://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.aspx
https://oklahoma.gov/service/all-services/auto-vehicle/motorcycles-trailers-more.html
https://oklahoma.gov/service/all-services/auto-vehicle/motorcycles-trailers-more.html
https://oklahoma.gov/service/all-services/auto-vehicle/motorcycles-trailers-more.html
https://oklahoma.gov/service/all-pages/apply-for-endrosement.html
https://oklahoma.gov/service/all-pages/apply-for-endrosement.html

Applicable Definitions*

Registration

Table 2 (continued)

Licensing Requirements

Citations

Oklahoma
(continued)

35¢c and 150cc or (2) an electric
motor with an output less than
1,000 watts

(Okla. Stat. tit. 47, § 1-136)

Required?

Oregon

“Moped” is generally any vehicle
with up to three wheels that (1)
has a seat for the rider; (2) has an
independent power source and a
top speed of < 30 mph; (3) if an
ICE is used, has a displacement
of 35.01cc to 50cc; and (4) has a
power drives system that does
not require clutching or shifting. It
includes any bicycle with a power
source, but not e-bikes

(Or. Rev. Stat. § 801.345)

Yes

Standard driver’s license

Oregon DOT

Pennsylvania

“Motorized pedalcycle” is any
motor-driven cycle with (1)
operable pedals, (2) a motor rated
<1.5BHP and < 50cc, (3) an
automatic transmission, and (4) a
top speed < 25 mph. It specifically
includes motor-driven cycles
powered by electric motor or
battery

“Motor-driven cycle” is any
motorcycle, including a motor
scooter, that produces < 5 BHP

(75 Pa. Stat. and Cons. Stat. §
102)

Yes

Motor-driven cycle: Standard
driver's license (up to 50cc),
otherwise, motorcycle license or
restricted motorcycle license

Moped: Standard driver’s license

Pennsylvania DOT:
Fact Sheet and License
Types & Restrictions
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https://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors801.html
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/forms/dmv/6619.pdf
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/consolidated/view-statute?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=1&sctn=2&subsctn=0
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/consolidated/view-statute?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=1&sctn=2&subsctn=0
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-fact-sheets/fs-momo.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-fact-sheets/fs-momo.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dmv/driver-services/licenses-and-photo-ids/license-types-restrictions
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dmv/driver-services/licenses-and-photo-ids/license-types-restrictions

Applicable Definitions*

Registration

Table 2 (continued)

Licensing Requirements

Citations

Rhode Island

“Motorized bicycle” is any two-
wheeled vehicle that (1) may be
propelled with human power or
motor power, or both, (2) has a
motor rated < 4.9 BHP and

< 50cc, and (3) has a top speed
<30 mph

“Motor scooter” is any motor-
driven cycle with (1) a motor rated
<4.9 BHP and < 50cc and (2) has
a top speed < 30 mph

(31 R.I. Gen. Laws § 31-1-3)

Required?

Yes

Standard driver’s license

31 R.l. Gen. Laws §§
31-3-2.2 & 31-10.1-1;

Rhode Island Division
of Motor Vehicles

South Carolina

“Moped” is any cycle with or
without pedals for human
propulsion that has up to three
wheels and has a motor powered
by gasoline, electricity, alternative
fuel, or a hybrid. It also must meet
the following criteria, as
applicable (1) < 50cc; (2) greater
than 750 watts but no more than
1,500; and (3) a power drive
system that does not require
clutching or shifting, if it has an
ICE

(S.C. Code § 56-1-10)

Yes

Standard driver’s license or
moped license

Those who are at least
age 15 can apply for a
moped license by
taking the required
vision and knowledge
tests (skills test not
required)

South Carolina DMV:
Moped Registration &

Moped License
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https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE31/31-1/31-1-3.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE31/31-3/31-3-2.2.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE31/31-3/31-3-2.2.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE31/31-10.1/31-10.1-1.htm
https://dmv.ri.gov/licenses-permits-ids/motorcycles
https://dmv.ri.gov/licenses-permits-ids/motorcycles
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t56c001.php
https://www.scdmvonline.com/Vehicle-Owners/Types-Of-Vehicles/Moped
https://www.scdmvonline.com/Vehicle-Owners/Types-Of-Vehicles/Moped
https://www.scdmvonline.com/Driver-Services/Moped-License

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Moped” is a two- or three-

wheeled motor-driven cycle. If it

has an ICE, it must be < 50cc and . S.D. Codified Laws §8§
South Dakota | have a power drive system that No Standard driver's license or 32-3-2.3, 32-5-1.2 & 32-

does not require clutching or permit 20-2

shifting

(S.D. Codified Laws § 32-20-1)

“Motorized bicycle” is any two- or

three-wheeled vehicle, other than

an e-bike, with (1) an automatic Tenn. Code §§ 55-3-

transmission, (2) a motor < 50cc _ . 101 & 55-8-101;

producing < 2 BHP, and (3) a top Motorized bicycle: Standard Tennessee Department

speed < 30 mph g,r(l;vi:: Ilifs:sss or motorized of Safety & Homeland
Tennessee | (Tenn. Code § 55-8-101) Yes yele l Security:

“Motor driven cycle” is any Motqr driven CVCleE Motorcycle or Tennessee Motorcycle

motorcycle, including every motor restricted motor-driven cycle Operator Manual;

" . license )

sc%)éer, thatis < 5 BHP, or is Tenn. Comp. R. &

< l1z3ce Regs. 1340-01-12-.05

(Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 1340-

01-12-.02)

“Moped” is any motor vehicle with

up to three wheels that has (1) a

rider's saddle, (2) a top speed Texas Department of

<30 mph, and (3) an engine that Motor Vehicles;
Texas produces < 5 BHP and, if it is an Yes Motorcycle license Texas Department of

ICE, is < 50cc and has a power Licensing and

drrmi'\;t? system that does not require Regulation

shifting

(Tex. Transp. Code § 541.201)
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https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/32-20-1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/32-3-2.3
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/32-3-2.3
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/32-5-1.2
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/32-20-2
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/32-20-2
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=fee25353-a22e-4a0a-a16a-f84b259ca0c4&nodeid=ACDAAIAABAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACD%2FACDAAI%2FACDAAIAAB%2FACDAAIAABAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=55-8-101.+Chapter+and+part+definitions.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A683J-TH70-R03K-71NH-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=4e891e2c-a7f8-4653-bae8-02abf769c0e9
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/tennessee/Tenn-Comp-R-Regs-1340-01-12-.02
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/tennessee/Tenn-Comp-R-Regs-1340-01-12-.02
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=0f03d2e9-7ab4-4c93-8a15-5a502e31d910&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a4X8K-SXV0-R03K-728G-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234179&pdteaserkey=sr2&pditab=allpods&ecomp=7s65kkk&earg=sr2&prid=11b3cfa4-e8a9-4782-b293-047f26bf44c6
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=0f03d2e9-7ab4-4c93-8a15-5a502e31d910&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a4X8K-SXV0-R03K-728G-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234179&pdteaserkey=sr2&pditab=allpods&ecomp=7s65kkk&earg=sr2&prid=11b3cfa4-e8a9-4782-b293-047f26bf44c6
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=c0946b8e-64ee-440c-82f1-e94e68429b51&nodeid=ACDAAIAABAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACD%2FACDAAI%2FACDAAIAAB%2FACDAAIAABAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=55-8-101.+Chapter+and+part+definitions.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A683J-TH70-R03K-71NH-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=3249c723-256a-4d4b-829e-f677f8183f6a
https://www.tn.gov/safety/driver-services/classd/classm.html
https://www.tn.gov/safety/driver-services/classd/classm.html
https://www.tn.gov/safety/driver-services/classd/classm.html
https://www.midtennmotorcycle.com/wp-content/uploads/motorcycle-manual.pdf
https://www.midtennmotorcycle.com/wp-content/uploads/motorcycle-manual.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/tennessee/Tenn-Comp-R-Regs-1340-01-12-.05
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/tennessee/Tenn-Comp-R-Regs-1340-01-12-.05
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.541.htm
https://www.txdmv.gov/motorists/register-your-vehicle
https://www.txdmv.gov/motorists/register-your-vehicle
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/mot/pdf/TDLR%20Motorcycle%20Operators%20Manual.pdf
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/mot/pdf/TDLR%20Motorcycle%20Operators%20Manual.pdf
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/mot/pdf/TDLR%20Motorcycle%20Operators%20Manual.pdf

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration
Required?

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Moped” is any motor-driven cycle
with (1) pedals to allow human
propulsion; (2) a motor producing
<2BHP (and, ifitis an ICE,

< 50cc), and (3) a top speed < 30

Utah Code §§ 41-1a-

mph. If it has an ICE. it must be Moped: Standard driver’s license 102 &-202;
Utah < 50cc and not require clutching Yes Motor-driven cycle: Motorcycle Utah Code § 53-3-202;
or shifting endorsement Utah Motorcycle
“Motor-driven cycle” is a Handbook
motorcycle, moped, or motorized
bicycle that is < 150cc or < 5 HP
(Utah Code § 41-6a-102)
“Motor-assisted bicycle” is any
bicycle or tricycle, other than an
e-bike, with fully operable pedals
and a motor with a top speed
< 20 mph. If the motor is an ICE,
it must have a maximum output
<1,000 watts or < 1.3
horsepower; if it is electric, it must Mot isted
have an output < 1,000 watts and m Motor-assisted bicycle: None Must be at least age 16 | Vt. Stat. tit. 23, §§ 4
Vermont not fall under one of the three e- MJLotor-d.r o Motor-driven cycle: Standard to operate a motor- (21), 301(e) & 1136;
bike classes Sovcle: Yes driver's license assisted bicycle Vermont DMV

“Motor-driven cycle” is any two- or
three-wheeled vehicle that has a
(1) power source providing < 2
BHP (and if an ICE, < 50cc); (2)
top speed < 30 mph, and (3)
power drive system that does not
require clutching or shifting

(Vt. Stat. tit. 23, § 4)
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https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter6A/41-6a-S102.html?v=C41-6a-S102_2020051220200512
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter1a/41-1a-S102.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter1a/41-1a-S102.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter1A/41-1a-S202.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53/Chapter3/53-3-S202.html
https://dld.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024-Motorcycle-Handbook.pdf
https://dld.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024-Motorcycle-Handbook.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/23/001/00004
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/23/001/00004
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/23/001/00004
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/23/007/00301
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/23/013/01136?_gl=1*ulrhph*_ga*MjAwNzA0NDI5MC4xNzU3OTQ3NzUy*_ga_V9WQH77KLW*czE3NTgxNDEzNjAkbzIkZzAkdDE3NTgxNDEzNjAkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://dmv.vermont.gov/sites/dmv/files/documents/VN-008-Motorcycle_Manual.pdf

Applicable Definitions*

Registration

Required?

Table 2 (continued)

Licensing Requirements

Citations

“Moped” is any vehicle with up to
three wheels that (1) has a seat
height > 24 inches; (2) has a
gasoline, electric, or hybrid motor
that is < 50cc or < 1,500 watts; (3)

Must be at least age 16

Virginia is power-driven, with or without Yes None to operate a mopeti and Virginia DMV

pedals for human propulsion; and carry a government-

(4) is not operated faster than 35 Issued photo ID

mph. It excludes e-bikes and e-

scooters

(Va. Code § 46.2-100)

“Moped” is any motorized device

that has (1) up to three wheels, X\éaf QAI?%_COde' 3
Wash (2) an electric or a liquid fuel y Standard driver's I —

ashington motor that is < 50cc and < 2 BHP, es tandard driver’s license Washington State

and (3) a top speed < 30 mph Ee artment of

(Wash. Rev. Code § 46.04.304) ~eensid

“Moped” is every two- or three-

wheeled motorcycle or motor-

driven cycle that has (1) foot

pedals for human propulsion; (2) West Virginia DMV:

an independent power source Mot e i Registration Fees,
West Virginia | providing < 2 BHP (if it is ICE, Yes otorcycie license or Motor Vehicle

< 50cc); (3) a top speed < 30
mph; and (4) a power drive
system that does not require
clutching or shifting

(W. Va. Code § 17C-1-5a)

endorsement

Classifications, &
Motorcycle
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https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter1/section46.2-100/
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/vehicles/registration/moped
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.04.304
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.16A.110
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.16A.110
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/motorcycle-endorsements/do-i-need-motorcycle-endorsement
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/motorcycle-endorsements/do-i-need-motorcycle-endorsement
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/motorcycle-endorsements/do-i-need-motorcycle-endorsement
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/17C-1-5A/
https://transportation.wv.gov/DMV/DMVFormSearch/Registration-Fees-Brochure.pdf
https://transportation.wv.gov/DMV/DMVFormSearch/Registration-Fees-Brochure.pdf
https://transportation.wv.gov/DMV/Vehicle-Services/Pages/Classifications.aspx
https://transportation.wv.gov/DMV/Vehicle-Services/Pages/Classifications.aspx
https://transportation.wv.gov/DMV/Pages/motorcycle.aspx

Applicable Definitions*

Table 2 (continued)

Registration

Licensing Requirements

Citations

Wisconsin

“Moped” is any of the following
motor vehicles with a top speed
< 30 mph, a power source as an
integral part of the vehicle, and a
seat for the rider: (1) a bicycle-
type vehicle, other than an e-bike,
with fully operative pedals for
human propulsion and an engine
<130cc or (2) a motorcycle with
an automatic transmission and an
engine < 50cc or an equivalent
power unit

(Wis. Stat. § 340.01)

Required?

Yes

Standard driver’s license, moped
permit, or special restricted
license for those who don't
qualify for a driver’s license due
to physical challenges

Those who are at least
age 16 can apply for a
moped permit if they
have completed an
approved driver
education course

Wisconsin DOT

Wyoming

“Moped” is any two- or three-
wheeled vehicle, other than an e-
bike, with (1) foot pedals for
human propulsion, (2) an
automatic transmission, (3) a
motor < 50cc and producing < 2
BHP, and (4) a top speed < 30
mph

(Wyo. Stat. § 31-1-101)

No

Standard driver’s license or any
class of license, instruction
permit, or restricted license

Wyo. Stat. §§ 31-1-101

& 31-7-109;

Wyoming Driver
License Manual

*This table includes only definitions for categories of smaller, lower speed motorcycles and scooters. Generally, states consider two- and three-wheeled vehicles that exceed these
limits to be motorcycles. Some states have an additional category for motorcycle-type vehicles < 5 BHP (matching the federal definition of motor-driven cycle), but we included this
definition in the table only if the state treated this category of vehicles differently than motorcycles for either registration or licensing purposes. We also excluded definitions that
capture a category of vehicles similar to those defined as e-scooters in Connecticut.

HP:SM:co
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/340
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-safety/mopeds.aspx
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=3a376a99-a2b9-43c5-a3ed-5d8ab8abebc8&nodeid=ABFAACAACAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABF%2FABFAAC%2FABFAACAAC%2FABFAACAACAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7%E2%80%8231-1-101.+Definitions.&config=00JABmMTEzODA5Zi0wOWExLTQ3NTAtOThmNy0xYjc5ZjUwYzRkZmIKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f3sjqEYfYX7EMD8yWYBYCu&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A62GD-1SP3-CH1B-T4F3-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=8010891e-c936-4f5f-89d4-7f3dfaf241cb
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=3a376a99-a2b9-43c5-a3ed-5d8ab8abebc8&nodeid=ABFAACAACAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABF%2FABFAAC%2FABFAACAAC%2FABFAACAACAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7%E2%80%8231-1-101.+Definitions.&config=00JABmMTEzODA5Zi0wOWExLTQ3NTAtOThmNy0xYjc5ZjUwYzRkZmIKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f3sjqEYfYX7EMD8yWYBYCu&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn:contentItem:62GD-1SP3-CH1B-T4F3-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=8010891e-c936-4f5f-89d4-7f3dfaf241cb
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=36a68b4a-cc08-40a6-968d-d3bce4f4c245&nodeid=ABFAAIAACAAM&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABF%2FABFAAI%2FABFAAIAAC%2FABFAAIAACAAM&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7%E2%80%8231-7-109.+Classes+of+licenses.&config=00JABmMTEzODA5Zi0wOWExLTQ3NTAtOThmNy0xYjc5ZjUwYzRkZmIKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f3sjqEYfYX7EMD8yWYBYCu&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn:contentItem:8TWR-3X72-D6RV-H4JJ-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=8010891e-c936-4f5f-89d4-7f3dfaf241cb
https://www.dot.state.wy.us/files/live/sites/wydot/files/shared/Driver_Services/Help%20Documents%20and%20Manuals/2021%20MotorcycleManual_web_Moto_w%20cover.pdf
https://www.dot.state.wy.us/files/live/sites/wydot/files/shared/Driver_Services/Help%20Documents%20and%20Manuals/2021%20MotorcycleManual_web_Moto_w%20cover.pdf

