L OF CON ﬁ'f'.'(_"]-rr__l :

Y
[
g,
-\.

R

General Assembly Raised Bill No. 5248

February Session, 2026 LCO No. 1596
AR

Referred to Committee on ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY

Introduced by:
(ET)

AN ACT CONCERNING ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND TRANSMISSION
PLANNING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2026) If the federal Energy Star
program is eliminated, the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental
Protection, in consultation with the Commissioner of Consumer
Protection, may endorse an equivalent voluntary energy efficiency
certification program established by a third-party entity. The
Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection may coordinate

with any other state that endorses such a program to create
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standardized labels for consumers pursuant to such program.

9 Sec. 2. Subdivisions (2) and (3) of subsection (d) of section 16a-48 of
10  the general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
11  thereof (Effective October 1, 2026):

12 (2) (A) Such efficiency standards, where in conflict with the State
13 Building Code, shall take precedence over the standards contained in
14  the Building Code. [Not later than July 1, 2007, and biennially thereafter,
15  the] The Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection shall
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periodically review and increase the level of such efficiency standards
by adopting regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter

54, upon [a] the commissioner's determination that increased efficiency

standards would [serve to] promote energy conservation in the state
and would be cost-effective for consumers who purchase and use such

new products, [, provided no] In determining cost-effectiveness for

consumers pursuant to this subparagraph, the commissioner may rely

on a determination by a multistate appliance standards organization

that such new product will have a payback period for the consumer of

not greater than five years. No such increased efficiency standards shall

become effective within one year following the adoption of any

amended regulations providing for such increased efficiency standards.

(B) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, when adopting

regulations pursuant to this subdivision, the commissioner may

incorporate by reference the relevant efficiency standard, including, but

not limited to, any definition within said standard that differs from any

definition provided in this section, and any associated test standard for

the relevant efficiency standard. Such standards may include, but need

not be limited to, requirements concerning the ability of a product to

interface with any demand response program of a municipal electric

utility or an electric distribution company.

(3) (A) The Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection,

in consultation with the Commissioner of Consumer Protection, shall,

from time to time, adopt and amend regulations, in accordance with the

provisions of chapter 54, to designate additional products, including,

but not limited to, plumbing fixtures, to be subject to the provisions of

this section and to establish efficiency standards for such products (i)
upon a determination that such efficiency standards [(i)] (I) would serve
to promote energy or water conservation in the state, [(ii)] (II) would be
cost-effective for consumers who purchase and use such new products,
and [(iii)] (III) would not impose an unreasonable burden on
[Connecticut] businesses in the state, or (ii) if product efficiency

standards that were issued or approved for publication by the United
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States Department of Energyv on or before January 1, 2018, pursuant to

the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 USC 6201 et seq., were

subsequently withdrawn or repealed. In determining cost-effectiveness

for consumers pursuant to this subparagraph, the commissioner may

rely on a determination by a multistate appliance standards

organization that such new product will have a payback period for the

consumer of not greater than five years.

(B) [The Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection, in
consultation with the Multi-State Appliance Standards Collaborative,
shall identify additional appliance and equipment efficiency standards.
The commissioner shall review all California standards and may review
standards from other states in such collaborative. The commissioner
shall issue notice of such review in the Connecticut Law Journal, allow
for public comment and may hold a public hearing within six months of
adoption of an efficiency standard by a cooperative member state
regarding a product for which no equivalent Connecticut or federal
standard currently exists. The commissioner shall adopt regulations in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54 adopting such efficiency
standard unless the commissioner makes a specific finding that such
standard does not meet the criteria in subparagraph (A) of this

subdivision.] When adopting regulations pursuant to this subdivision,

the commissioner may incorporate by reference the relevant efficiency

standard, including, but not limited to, any definition within said

standard that differs from any definition in this section, and any

associated test standard for the relevant efficiency standard. Such

standards may include, but need not be limited to, requirements

concerning the ability of a product to interface with any demand

response program of a municipal electric utility or an electric

distribution company.

(C) Efficiency standards established pursuant to this subdivision,

where in conflict with the State Building Code or the efficiency

standards for plumbing fixtures adopted pursuant to subsection (a) of

section 21a-86a, shall take precedence over the provisions of the State

LCO No. 1596 30f6



Raised Bill No. 5248

82  Building Code or such standards adopted pursuant to subsection (a) of
83  section 21a-86a.

84 Sec. 3. Subsection (g) of section 16a-48 of the general statutes is
85  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
86 1, 2026):

87 (g) [Manufacturers of any new products set forth in subsection (b) of
88  this section for which (1) no efficiency standards exist in California, and
89  (2) the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection adopts
90 efficiency standards, shall certify to the commissioner that such
91 products are in compliance with the provisions of this section, except
92  that certification is not required for single voltage external AC to DC
93 power supplies and walk-in refrigerators and walk-in freezers. All
94  single voltage external AC to DC power supplies shall be labeled as
95  described in the January 2006 California Code of Regulations, Title 20,
96  Section 1607(9). The commissioner shall promulgate regulations

97 governing the certification of such products.] Manufacturers of

98 products subject to any regulations adopted pursuant to this section

99  shall submit documentation, on a form prescribed by the commissioner,

100  concerning the certification of such products by the California Energy

101 Commission, the federal WaterSense program or a successor program

102 that promotes water efficiency, the federal Energy Star program or a

103  successor program that promotes energy efficiency or a third-party

104  certification body designated by the commissioner, as applicable, for

105 compliance with this section or compliance with identical standards

106  adopted by another jurisdiction. The commissioner shall publish an

107  annual list of [any products set forth in subsection (b) of this section on
108  the department's Internet web site that designates which such products
109 are certified in California and which such products not certified in
110  California have demonstrated compliance with efficiency standards
111 adopted by the commissioner pursuant to subparagraph (B) of

112 subdivision (3) of subsection (d) of this section] such products.

113 Sec. 4. Subsection (h) of section 16a-48 of the general statutes is
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114  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
115 1, 2026):

116 (h) The commissioner may periodically inspect or cause inspections

117  to be made of, either in person or online, distributors and retailers of

118 products subject to the provisions of this section. The commissioner may

119 establish a process to anonymously report potential violations of this

120  section through the department's Internet web site. The Attorney

121  General may institute proceedings to enforce the provisions of this
122 section. Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be
123 subject to a civil penalty of not more than two hundred fifty dollars.
124  Each violation of this section shall constitute a separate offense, and each

125  day that such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.

126 Sec. 5. Subdivision (3) of subsection (c) of section 16-50p of the general
127  statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
128  (Effective October 1, 2026):

129 (3) For purposes of this section, a public benefit exists when a facility
130  isnecessary for the reliability of the electric power supply of the state or
131  for the development of a competitive market for electricity and a public
132 need exists when a facility is necessary for the reliability of the electric

133  power supply of the state. In determining that a public need exists

134  pursuant to this subdivision, the council shall consider whether a facility
135  described in subdivision (1) or (4) of subsection (a) of section 16-50i

136  addresses anticipated future electric grid reliability needs by creating an

137 interconnection point for a future electric generation source or by

138 relieving any transmission system constraint to allow for the

139  unconstrained delivery of electricity from a future generation source.

140  Any future reliability needs identified in the council's determination of

141 public need, and anv potential solutions to address such reliability

142  needs, shall be supported by (A) any study or finding of the regional

143 independent system operator, as defined in section 16-1, or (B) the

144  Integrated Resources Plan approved pursuant to section 16a-3a.
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following

sections:

Section 1 October 1, 2026 New section

Sec. 2 October 1, 2026 16a-48(d)(2) and (3)
Sec. 3 October 1, 2026 16a-48(g)

Sec. 4 October 1, 2026 16a-48(h)

Sec. 5 October 1, 2026 16-50p(c)(3)

Statement of Purpose:
To (1) allow the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection
to adopt efficiency standards for certain new products if determined
necessary by the commissioner, and (2) require the Connecticut Siting
Council to consider future electric grid reliability needs when
determining whether to approve certain facilities.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not

underlined.]
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