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General Assembly Substitute Bill No. 5514
February Session, 2026 0000

AN ACT CONCERNING VARIOUS REVISIONS TO THE PUBLIC
HEALTH STATUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 19a-490 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
1, 2026):

(a) "Institution" means a hospital, short-term hospital special hospice,
hospice inpatient facility, residential care home, nursing home facility,
home health care agency, home health aide agency, behavioral health
facility, assisted living services agency, substance abuse treatment
facility, outpatient surgical facility, outpatient clinic, clinical laboratory,
blood collection facility, source plasma donation center, birth center, an

infirmary operated by an educational institution for the care of students

enrolled in [, and] such institution, faculty and employees of [,] such

institution, and the dependent family members of such students, faculty

and emplovees, which family members are enrolled in such institution's

health plan; a facility engaged in providing services for the prevention,
diagnosis, treatment or care of human health conditions, including
facilities operated and maintained by any state agency; and a residential
facility for persons with intellectual disability licensed pursuant to
section 17a-227 and certified to participate in the Title XIX Medicaid

program as an intermediate care facility for individuals with intellectual
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Substitute Bill No. 5514

disability. "Institution" does not include any facility for the care and
treatment of persons with mental illness or substance use disorder
operated or maintained by any state agency, except Whiting Forensic
Hospital and the hospital and psychiatric residential treatment facility
units of the Albert J. Solnit Children's Center;

Sec. 2. Section 46a-11c of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2026):

(@) The commissioner, upon receiving a report that a person with
intellectual disability allegedly is being or has been abused or neglected,
shall make an initial determination whether such person has intellectual
disability, shall determine if the report warrants investigation and shall
cause, in cases that so warrant, a prompt, thorough evaluation to be
made to determine whether the person has intellectual disability and
has been abused or neglected. For the purposes of sections 46a-11a to
46a-11g, inclusive, the determination of intellectual disability may be
made by means of a review of records and shall not require the
commissioner to conduct a full psychological examination of the person.
Any delay in making such determination of intellectual disability shall
not delay the investigation of abuse or neglect or recommendation of
provision of protective services. The evaluation shall include a visit to
the named person with intellectual disability and consultation with
those individuals having knowledge of the facts of the particular case.
All state, local and private agencies shall have a duty to cooperate with
any investigation conducted by the Department of Developmental
Services under this section, including the release of complete records of
the named person for review, inspection and copying, except where the
person with intellectual disability refuses to permit such records to be
released. The commissioner shall have subpoena powers to compel any
information related to such investigation. All records of the named
person shall be kept confidential by said department. Upon completion
of the evaluation of each case, written findings shall be prepared which
shall include a determination of whether abuse or neglect has occurred
and recommendations as to whether protective services are needed. The

commissioner, except in cases where the legal representative, parent or
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Substitute Bill No. 5514

guardian is the alleged or substantiated perpetrator of abuse or neglect
or is residing with the alleged or substantiated perpetrator, shall notify

the legal representative, if any, and the parent or guardian of the person

with intellectual disability if a report of abuse or neglect is made [which]
that the commissioner determines warrants investigation. The
commissioner, except in cases where the legal representative, parent or
guardian is the alleged or substantiated perpetrator of abuse or neglect
or is residing with the alleged or substantiated perpetrator, shall
provide the legal representative who the commissioner determines is

entitled to such information and the parent or guardian with further

information upon request. The person filing the report of abuse or

neglect shall be notified of the findings upon such person's request.

(b) The commissioner, upon receiving a report that a person who
receives services from the Department of Social Services' Division of
Autism Spectrum Disorder Services, allegedly is being or has been
abused or neglected, shall make an initial determination whether such
person receives funding or services from said division, shall determine
if the report warrants investigation and shall cause, in cases that so
warrant, a prompt, thorough evaluation, as described in subsection (b)
of section 17a-247f, to be made by the Department of Developmental

Services to determine whether the person has been abused or neglected.

(c) In cases where there is a death of a person with intellectual
disability for whom the Department of Developmental Services has
direct or oversight responsibility for medical care, and there is
reasonable cause to suspect or believe that such death may be due to
abuse or neglect, the commissioner shall conduct an investigation to
determine whether abuse or neglect occurred, except as may be
otherwise required by court order. The commissioner shall establish

protocols for conducting such investigations.

(d) The commissioner shall maintain an electronic copy of the reports

received of alleged abuse or neglect and all evaluation reports.

(e) Neither the original report of alleged abuse or neglect nor the
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Substitute Bill No. 5514

evaluation report of the investigator [which] that includes findings and
recommendations shall be (1) deemed a public record for purposes of
section 1-210, [. The original report of alleged abuse or neglect or the
evaluation report of the investigator shall not be] or (2) provided to a
legal representative, parent or guardian who is the alleged or

substantiated perpetrator of abuse or neglect or is residing with the
alleged or substantiated perpetrator. The name of the person making the
original report shall not be disclosed to any person unless the person
making the original report consents to such disclosure or unless a
judicial proceeding results therefrom.

Sec. 3. (Effective July 1, 2026) (a) As used in this section:

(1) "Assisted living services" has the same meaning as provided in
section 19a-693 of the general statutes;

(2) "Assisted living services agency" has the same meaning as

provided in section 19a-693 of the general statutes;

(3) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Public Health, or the

commissioner's designee;
(4) "Department" means the Department of Public Health; and

(5) "Managed residential community" has the same meaning as

provided in section 19a-693 of the general statutes.

(b) The Commissioner of Public Health shall establish a working
group to advise the Department of Public Health regarding (1) managed
residential communities in the state where assisted living services
agencies provide assisted living services to the residents of such
communities, and (2) whether licensure of such communities by the
department would enable the department and such communities to
improve the health, safety and overall well-being of such residents. The
working group shall include, but need not be limited to, not less than
three representatives of different managed residential communities in
the state, not less than three representatives of different assisted living
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Substitute Bill No. 5514

services agencies in the state, not less than three residents who are
receiving assisted living services in a managed residential community
in the state, one each from a different managed residential community,
not less than three relatives of residents who are receiving such services
from a managed residential community, one each from a different
managed residential community, and a representative of an association
of aging services organizations in the state. Not later than January 1,
2027, the working group shall report to the commissioner regarding its

findings and recommendations.

(c) Not later than February 1, 2027, the Commissioner of Public
Health shall report, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a
of the general statutes, to the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to public health on the
findings and recommendations of the working group and, for each
finding and recommendation, whether the Department of Public Health

is in agreement with such finding and recommendation.

Sec. 4. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2026) Notwithstanding the provisions
of chapter 381 of the general statutes, a nonprofit organization that
delivers optical glasses produced by an optician licensed under said
chapter to the ultimate wearer of such glasses at no cost to such wearer
may deliver such glasses to an authorized representative of such wearer
if such wearer is unavailable to receive the glasses in person from such

organization.

Sec. 5. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2026) Not later than January 1, 2027,
each health care provider shall notify each patient, in writing, at the time
of the initial intake of such patient (1) of the laws concerning the length
of time that the provider is required to maintain patient medical records,
and (2) of the manner in which the patient may request copies of the

patient's medical records from the provider.

Sec. 6. Subsection (a) of section 17b-338 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):
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Substitute Bill No. 5514

(a) There is established a Long-Term Care Advisory Council which
shall consist of the following: (1) The executive director of the
Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity and Opportunity, or
the executive director's designee; (2) the State Nursing Home
Ombudsman, or the ombudsman's designee; (3) the president of the
Coalition of Presidents of Resident Councils, or the president's designee;
(4) the executive director of the Legal Assistance Resource Center of
Connecticut, or the executive director's designee; (5) the state president
of AARP, or the president's designee; (6) one representative of a
bargaining unit for health care employees, appointed by the president
of the bargaining unit; (7) the president of LeadingAge Connecticut and
Rhode Island, Inc., or the president's designee; (8) the president of the
Connecticut Association of Health Care Facilities, or the president's
designee; (9) the president of the Connecticut Association of Residential
Care Homes, or the president's designee; (10) the president of the
Connecticut Hospital Association or the president's designee; (11) the
executive director of the Connecticut Assisted Living Association or the
executive director's designee; (12) the executive director of the
Connecticut Association for Homecare or the executive director's
designee; (13) the president of Connecticut Community Care, Inc. or the
president's designee; (14) one member of the Connecticut Association of
Area Agencies on Aging appointed by the agency; (15) the president of
the Connecticut chapter of the Connecticut Alzheimer's Association;
(16) one member of the Connecticut Association of Adult Day Centers
appointed by the association; (17) the president of the Connecticut
Chapter of the American College of Health Care Administrators, or the
president's designee; (18) the president of the Connecticut Council for
Persons with Disabilities, or the president's designee; (19) the president
of the Connecticut Association of Community Action Agencies, or the
president's designee; (20) a personal care attendant appointed by the
speaker of the House of Representatives; (21) a person who, in a home
setting, cares for a person with a disability and is appointed by the
president pro tempore of the Senate; (22) three persons with a disability
appointed one each by the majority leader of the House of
Representatives, the majority leader of the Senate and the minority
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leader of the House of Representatives; (23) a legislator who is a member
of the Long-Term Care Planning Committee; (24) one member who is a
nonunion home health aide appointed by the minority leader of the
Senate; and (25) the executive director of the nonprofit entity designated
by the Governor in accordance with section 46a-10b to serve as the
Connecticut protection and advocacy system or the executive director's

designee.

Sec. 7. Subsection (d) of section 19a-127] of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(d) The advisory committee shall consist of (1) four members who
represent and shall be appointed by the Connecticut Hospital
Association, including three members who represent three separate
hospitals that are not affiliated of which one such hospital is an
academic medical center; (2) one member who represents and shall be
appointed by the Connecticut Nursing Association; (3) two members
who represent and shall be appointed by the Connecticut Medical
Society, including one member who is an active medical care provider;
(4) two members who represent and shall be appointed by the
Connecticut Business and Industry Association, including one member
who represents a large business and one member who represents a
small business; (5) one member who represents and shall be appointed
by the Home Health Care Association; (6) one member who represents
and shall be appointed by the Connecticut Association of Health Care
Facilities; (7) one member who represents and shall be appointed by

LeadingAge Connecticut and Rhode Island, Inc.; (8) two members who

represent and shall be appointed by the AFL-CIO; (9) one member who
represents consumers of health care services and who shall be
appointed by the Commissioner of Public Health; (10) one member who
represents a school of public health and who shall be appointed by the
Commissioner of Public Health; (11) the Commissioner of Public Health
or said commissioner's designee; (12) the Commissioner of Social
Services or said commissioner's designee; (13) the Secretary of the Office

of Policy and Management or said secretary's designee; (14) two
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members who represent licensed health plans and shall be appointed by
the Connecticut Association of Health Care Plans; (15) one member who
represents and shall be appointed by the federally designated state peer
review organization; and (16) one member who represents and shall be
appointed by the Connecticut Pharmaceutical Association. The
chairperson of the advisory committee shall be the Commissioner of
Public Health or said commissioner's designee. The chairperson of the
committee, with a vote of the majority of the members present, may
appoint ex-officio nonvoting members in specialties not represented
among voting members. Vacancies shall be filled by the person who

makes the appointment under this subsection.

Sec. 8. Subsection (b) of section 19a-515 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from
passage):

(b) Each licensee shall complete a minimum of forty hours of
continuing education every two years, including, but not limited to,
training in (1) Alzheimer's disease and dementia symptoms and care,
and (2) infection prevention and control. Such two-year period shall
commence on the first date of renewal of the licensee's license after
January 1, 2004. The continuing education shall be in areas related to the
licensee's practice. Qualifying continuing education activities are
courses offered or approved by the Connecticut Association of
Healthcare Facilities, LeadingAge Connecticut and Rhode Island, Inc.,

the Connecticut Assisted Living Association, the Connecticut Alliance
for Subacute Care, Inc., the Connecticut Chapter of the American
College of Health Care Administrators, the Association For Long Term
Care Financial Managers, the Alzheimer's Association or any accredited
college or university, or programs presented or approved by the
National Continuing Education Review Service of the National
Association of Boards of Examiners of Long Term Care Administrators,
the Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology
or by federal or state departments or agencies.

Sec. 9. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2026) Not later than January 1, 2027,
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and annually thereafter, each school of nursing in the state that prepares
persons for examination under the provisions of chapter 378 of the
general statutes shall (1) report the following data for the preceding
calendar year on the standardized form developed by the Connecticut
State Board of Examiners for Nursing pursuant to section 20-90 of the
general statutes, as amended by this act: (A) The pass rates of students
who took the National Council Licensure Examination for the first time
and of students who are repeat takers of said examination, and (B)
graduation rates and job placement outcomes for recent graduates, and
(2) post such data in a conspicuous location on the school's Internet web

site.

Sec. 10. Section 20-90 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2026):

(a) The Connecticut State Board of Examiners for Nursing shall have
the following duties: (1) Hear and decide matters concerning suspension
or revocation of licensure; (2) adjudicate complaints filed against
practitioners licensed under this chapter and impose sanctions where
appropriate; (3) approve schools of nursing in the state that prepare
persons for examination under the provisions of this chapter; [and] (4)
consult, [where] when possible, with nationally recognized accrediting
agencies when approving schools pursuant to subdivision (3) of this

subsection; and (5) evaluate the data reported by such schools pursuant

to section 9 of this act and require any corrective action that the board

deems necessary based on such evaluation pursuant to subsection (c) of

this section. The board may adopt a seal.

(b) All schools of nursing in the state that prepare persons for
examination under the provisions of this chapter, shall be (1) visited
periodically by a representative of the Department of Public Health who
shall be a registered nurse or a person experienced in the field of nursing
education, and (2) approved by the Connecticut State Board of
Examiners for Nursing pursuant to subdivisions (3) and (4) of
subsection (a) of this section.
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(c) Not later than December 1, 2026, the board shall (1) develop (A) a
standardized form on which each school of nursing shall report the

following data pursuant to section 9 of this act: The first-time and

repeater pass rates of students taking the National Council Licensure

Examination and graduation rates and job placement outcomes for

recent graduates, (B) criteria for evaluating whether a school of nursing

has consistently fallen below acceptable performance thresholds based

on such data, which shall include, but need not be limited to, a criterion

that the examination pass rate for the most recent calendar vear or the

mean examination pass rate for the three most recent calendar vyears

shall meet at least one of the following standards based on the total

number of students who took the examination: (i) Eighty per cent or

greater for all first-time takers of the examination; (ii) eighty per cent or

oreater for all first-time and repeat takers of the examination; or (iii) at

or above the national or territorial mean rate based on the nursing

program type, and (C) the types of corrective actions necessary for a

school of nursing to achieve an acceptable performance threshold,

including, but not limited to, following an improvement plan

recommended by the board, enhanced monitoring of such school by the

board, limits on new student enrollment at such school and the

temporary withdrawal of approval of such school by the board, and (2)

post such standardized form, criteria and types of corrective actions on

its Internet web site. On and after July 1, 2027, the board shall notify any

school of nursing that the board determines has fallen below the

acceptable performance threshold under this subsection and require

that such school take one or more of such corrective actions that it deems

necessary to assist such school in achieving an acceptable performance
threshold.

[(c)] (d) The Department of Public Health shall post a list of all
nursing programs and all programs for training licensed practical
nurses that are approved by the Connecticut State Board of Examiners
for Nursing and maintain the standard for the education of nurses and
the training of licensed practical nurses as established by the

Commissioner of Public Health on the department's Internet web site.
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Sec. 11. (Effective from passage) The Commissioner of Public Health, in
collaboration with the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental
Protection, shall evaluate the recommendations of the sewage disposal
working group established pursuant to section 49 of public act 25-97 that
are set forth in the working group's final report. Not later than January
1, 2027, the commissioners shall jointly report, in accordance with the
provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint standing
committees of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to public health and the environment regarding the feasibility
and implications of implementing each of the working group's
recommendations, with a particular emphasis on the recommendation
that nitrogen assessments of sewage disposal systems be required at five
thousand gallons per day for each property within an environmentally
sensitive area and seven thousand five hundred gallons per day for all
other properties with a sewage disposal system that is regulated by the
Department of Public Health, and whether legislation is necessary for

implementation of such recommendations.

Sec. 12. Sections 17a-227d and 17a-476a of the general statutes are
repealed. (Effective October 1, 2026)

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 October 1, 2026 19a-490(a)

Sec. 2 October 1, 2026 46a-11c

Sec. 3 July 1, 2026 New section
Sec. 4 July 1, 2026 New section
Sec. 5 October 1, 2026 New section
Sec. 6 from passage 17b-338(a)

Sec. 7 from passage 19a-1271(d)

Sec. 8 from passage 19a-515(b)

Sec. 9 October 1, 2026 New section
Sec. 10 October 1, 2026 20-90

Sec. 11 from passage New section
Sec. 12 October 1, 2026 Repealer section
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PH Joint Favorable Subst.

APP Joint Favorable
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