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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 
 

Monday, June 15, 2026 

 

On Monday, the 15th day of June, 2026, in accordance with the Constitution of the State of 

Connecticut and the Call of the Secretary of the State, the House of Representatives reconvened at 

the State Capitol at 10:00 o’clock a.m., Assistant Majority Leader James B. Sánchez of the 6th 

District in the Chair. 

 

Prayer was offered by the guest Chaplain, Peter M. Murszewski of Wethersfield, Connecticut. 

 

The following is the prayer: 

 

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, as we gather on this beautiful day to convene this Veto Session, 

we seek Your wisdom and guidance in handling all matters placed before us. Let us always be 

mindful of the needs of the citizens of this great State - whom we serve. Help us to work together 

to accomplish our tasks today. Amen. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Representative Johnson of the 143rd District. 

 

The Call of the Session was read by the Clerk and ordered printed in the Journal. 

 

The following is the Call: 

 

CALL RECONVENING THE 2026 REGULAR SESSION 

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor has disapproved a bill passed by the regular session the 2026 

General Assembly and has transmitted same to the Secretary of the State with his objections; and 

 

WHEREAS, the regular session of the 2026 General Assembly adjourned on May 6, 2026 in 

accordance with the Constitution of Connecticut; and 

 

WHEREAS, said bill was not reconsidered by the General Assembly or was so disapproved 

by the Governor after said adjournment; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, as required by Article Third of the Amendments to the Constitution of 

Connecticut, I hereby call the General Assembly to reconvene in session at Hartford on June 15, 

2026 at ten o'clock in the morning, for a period not to exceed three days following such reconvening, 

for the sole purpose of reconsidering and, if the General Assembly so desires, repassing said bill. 

 

      Given under my hand and the Seal 

of the State at the City of Hartford,  

this ninth day of June, in the year  

of our Lord two thousand twenty-six. 
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Stephanie Thomas 

Secretary of the State 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE STATE 

GOVERNOR'S VETO MESSAGE 

 

The following communication was received from the Honorable Stephanie Thomas, Secretary 

of the State, on the date indicated, read by the Clerk and ordered printed in the Journal. 

 

March 3, 2026 

 

The Honorable Stephanie Thomas 

Secretary of the State 

State Capitol 

Hartford, CT  06106 

 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

 

Pursuant to Article Fourth, Section 16 of the Constitution of the State of Connecticut, which 

authorizes the Governor to disapprove distinct items of appropriation contained in any bill while 

approving the remainder, I hereby approve Senate Bill No. 298, An Act Concerning the Reallocation 

of Certain State Funds and Various Provisions Relating to Education, Public Safety, General 

Government, Elections, Intermediate Care Facilities and Warehouse Distribution Centers, except 

for the specific items of appropriation listed below, which I return without my approval. 

 

Article Fourth, Section 16 permits the Governor to veto "items of appropriation" without 

rejecting an entire measure. The provisions identified below constitute distinct, severable 

appropriations of specified dollar amounts directed to particular entities or purposes. Accordingly, 

they are subject to line-item veto authority. 

 

Let me be clear at the outset: my objection is not to the missions of the organizations named in 

these sections, nor to the goals the legislature seeks to advance. Many of these programs do 

meaningful work in communities across our state. 

 

My objection is to the process. 

 

Over the past year, Connecticut residents have rightly asked for greater transparency and 

accountability in how legislatively directed funds - commonly referred to as earmarks - are 

proposed, reviewed, and distributed. When taxpayer dollars are set aside for specific entities outside 

of a competitive or formula-based process, the public deserves to know exactly how and why those 

decisions are made, what standards apply, and what oversight mechanisms are in place. 

 

That is why I introduced House Bill 5039, legislation that would establish clear guardrails for 

legislatively directed funds. That proposal would require detailed identification of recipients, 

defined purposes for the use of funds, reimbursement-based disbursement except in limited 

circumstances, annual reporting by recipients and agencies, and publication of a public database so 

taxpayers can see where their money is going. 

 

Those reforms are straightforward. They are reasonable. And they are necessary. 

 

Until meaningful transparency and oversight standards are enacted into law, I will not approve 

new legislatively directed appropriations embedded in omnibus legislation. 

 

Accordingly, I disapprove the following distinct items of appropriation: 
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• Section 5(a) - The transfer of $174,000 from the Department of Education, Other 

Expenses, to the Department of Economic and Community Development for a grant-

in-aid to the New London VFW. 

 

• Section 6 - The direction that $70,000 of Judicial Department, Other Expenses, be made 

available for a grant to the Village Initiative Project. 

 

• Section 7 - The direction that not more than $2,500,000 from the Office of Policy and 

Management, Other Expenses, be made available for outdoor recreation in the City of 

Hartford. 

 

• Section 11 - The direction that $330,000 from the Department of Economic and 

Community Development, Other Expenses, be made available for a grant to Our Piece 

of the Pie. 

 

• Section 12 - The direction that $750,000 in each of FY 2026 and FY 2027 from the 

Department of Education, Other Expenses, be made available for a teacher residency 

program operated by the Capitol Region Education Council. 

 

• Section 13 - The direction that $200,000 from the Department of Education, Other 

Expenses, be made available for a grant to Free Agent Now, together with the 

associated non-lapsing carryforward provision. 

 

Each of the foregoing provisions sets aside a specific, identifiable sum for a designated entity 

or purpose. As such, they constitute distinct items of appropriation and are properly subject to line-

item disapproval under the Constitution. 

 

These provisions direct specific sums to particular entities outside of a competitive or formula-

driven framework. Approving them without structural reform would perpetuate a system that lacks 

consistent transparency and enforceable standards. 

 

I hope this action does not overshadow the many important provisions contained in this bill, 

including strengthening health and safety standards for warehouse workers, safeguarding our 

elections from federal interference, and enhancing training for our police officers. I am proud of the 

work we have done together on these priorities, and I remain committed to continuing that 

partnership as we move Connecticut forward. 

 

I remain ready to work with the General Assembly to pass meaningful earmark reform. Once 

we have a clear statutory framework that ensures accountability and protects public trust, I will 

welcome the opportunity to review future targeted appropriations within that structure.  I approve 

the remainder of Senate Bill No. 298 and return the foregoing items without my approval. 

 

NED LAMONT 

Governor 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

On motion of Representative Johnson of the 143rd District, the House adjourned at 10:04 

o’clock a.m., sine die. 

 

ATTEST:  Frederick J. Jortner 

      Clerk of the House of Representatives 

      Hartford, Connecticut 

      June 15, 2026 at 10:04 o'clock a.m. 

 

 


