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What are Farm Bureau Health Plans?  

Farm bureau health plans are health coverage arrangements offered to 

members of a state’s farm bureau. Although they generally offer health 

coverage benefits after the plan’s purchaser pays a premium, they are not 

insurance. Thus, certain federal and state laws do not apply to farm bureau 

health plans.  

 

Currently, 14 states explicitly authorize farm bureau health plans and each 

state’s requirements for the plans’ coverage and reserves vary. Although 

Connecticut has a farm bureau, Connecticut law does not explicitly 

authorize farm bureau health plans.  

 

How do Farm Bureau Health Plans Relate to Federal 

Affordable Care Act Requirements?  

The federal Affordable Care Act (ACA) imposed various conditions on health 

insurance plans sold on the individual market. These include, among other 

things: 

1. guaranteed issue, such that plans must generally accept every 

applicant who applies for health coverage; 

2. coverage of the 10 essential health benefits; 

3. prohibiting lifetime or annual dollar benefit limits; 

4. required coverage of preexisting conditions; and  

5. a ban on imposing waiting periods longer than 90 days for benefits to treat pre-existing conditions. 

 

Because farm bureau health plans are not insurance, they are generally not subject to these requirements. In 

some cases, certain states have requirements for health bureau health plans that may mimic certain features of 
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What are Farm Bureaus?   

Farm bureaus are nonprofit, 

membership-based agriculture 

advocacy groups. The national 

American Farm Bureau 

Federation has offices in all 50 

states. Members pay dues to 

their farm bureau, which 

provides services including 

lobbying policymakers at the 

federal and state levels on 

agricultural issues, education 

and research, and youth 

development programs. Farm 

bureaus also often offer 

insurance policies to members 

apart from health plans. These 

vary by state, but may include 

coverage for farm equipment, life 

insurance, and car insurance.  

https://www.cfba.org/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/3590/text
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/section-147.104
https://www.healthcare.gov/coverage/what-marketplace-plans-cover/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/section-147.126
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/section-147.108
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/section-147.116
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ACA-compliant plans. For example, Missouri requires that farm bureau health plans cover hospitalization and 

ambulatory patient services (Mo. Rev. Stat. § 376.1850). Alabama requires the plans to cover mental health and 

substance abuse disorder services and prescription drugs, among other things (Ala. Code § 2-33-2).  

 

However, certain farm bureau health plans do not meet the ACA’s requirements, such as Tennessee’s, which has 

at least a six-month waiting period for treating pre-existing conditions. While Texas expressly prohibits farm 

bureau health plans from imposing more than a six-month waiting period for pre-existing conditions, the state 

does not explicitly prohibit them from imposing lifetime or annual dollar benefit limits on enrollees.     

 

Which States Explicitly Authorize Farm Bureau Health Plans?  

Generally, these states permit non-profit 

agricultural membership organizations (farm 

bureaus) to offer health plans to their members 

as long as they meet certain criteria.  

 

Many states specify the type of organizations 

that can offer health plans, including specifying a 

year prior to which the organization must have 

been founded, or that the organization must 

have membership including residents from most 

of the state’s counties. Many states require that 

coverage for certain benefits be included in 

health plans (see above).  

 

Some states also require annual certification of 

adequate plan reserves, either by a licensed, 

independent actuary or by the state’s insurance 

department to ensure solvency.  

 

Many states also require inclusion of disclaimers 

in plan documents, which generally include that 

the plan is not insurance, the plan is not 

provided by an insurance company, and that the 

plan is not subject to the laws governing 

insurance.  

 

Certain states also require that plans designate 

an ombudsman or other complaint resolution process.  

State Statute 
Year 

Enacted 

Alabama Ala. Code § 2-33-1 et seq. 2025 

Arkansas 
Ark. Code Ann. §§ 23-60-

104 & 23-76-103 
2023 

Florida Fla. Stat. § 624.4032 2025 

Indiana 
Ind. Code § 27-1-2.2-1 et 

seq. 
2020 

Iowa Iowa Code § 505.20 2018 

Kansas Kan. Stat. Ann. § 40-2222 2019 

Mississippi Miss. Code Ann. § 83-1-111 2024 

Missouri Mo. Rev. Stat. § 376.1850 2025 

Nebraska Neb. Rev. Stat. § 44-7,119 2024 

North 

Dakota 

N.D. Cent. Code § 26.1-02-

05.2 
2023 

Ohio 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 

3901.96 
2025 

South 

Dakota 

S.D. Codified Laws § 58-1-

3.4 
2021 

Tennessee 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 56-2-

121 
1993 

Texas 
Tex. Ins Code Ann. § 

1682.001 et seq. 
2021 

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-106034.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-106034.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-106034.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-106034.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R46003
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R46003
http://www.cga.ct.gov/olr
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=376.1850&bid=57762&hl=
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama?section=2-33-2
https://assets.fbhp.com/m/36dd3232f4a3d4c0/original/TN-U65-Plan-Comparison.pdf?_gl=1*14hgyui*_gcl_au*MTA4MTk2Njc5NS4xNzgxNzg5NTEw
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/?tab=1&code=IN&chapter=IN.1682&artSec=1682.001#:~:text=Sec.%201682.003.%20%20WAITING,organization%20health%20benefits.
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama?section=2-33-1
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=32077db5-752a-45bd-a671-b4d37cfa4738&nodeid=AAXAADAACAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAX%2FAAXAAD%2FAAXAADAAC%2FAAXAADAACAAF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=23-60-104.+Exceptions+%E2%80%94+Burial+associations+%E2%80%94+Healthcare+sharing+ministries+%E2%80%94+Direct+healthcare+agreements+%E2%80%94+Definitions.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A68MP-DMJ0-R03K-2089-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=7d10087e-2748-4d9b-94fe-2cd4a85d6a95
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=32077db5-752a-45bd-a671-b4d37cfa4738&nodeid=AAXAADAACAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAX%2FAAXAAD%2FAAXAADAAC%2FAAXAADAACAAF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=23-60-104.+Exceptions+%E2%80%94+Burial+associations+%E2%80%94+Healthcare+sharing+ministries+%E2%80%94+Direct+healthcare+agreements+%E2%80%94+Definitions.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A68MP-DMJ0-R03K-2089-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=7d10087e-2748-4d9b-94fe-2cd4a85d6a95
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=fec6735f-a99d-4558-af31-cd85fdba78ae&nodeid=AAXAADAASAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAX%2FAAXAAD%2FAAXAADAAS%2FAAXAADAASAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=23-76-103.+Applicability+of+Arkansas+Insurance+Code+and+laws+concerning+hospital+and+medical+service+corporations.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A68FT-KB20-R03N-8556-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=1b57f948-0392-449b-8a21-20e4aacccad3#:~:text=This%20chapter%20does%20not%20apply%20to%20a%3A
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2025/0624.4032
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/27#27-1-2.2
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/27#27-1-2.2
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/505.20.pdf
https://ksrevisor.gov/statutes/chapters/ch40/040_022_0022.html
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=16fb6274-f4c6-4844-bdf9-67196e343b81&nodeid=ABRAABAACAAG&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABR%2FABRAAB%2FABRAABAAC%2FABRAABAACAAG&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+83-1-111.+Healthcare+benefits+covered+by+a+nonprofit+agricultural+membership+organization%3B+NAMO+Plan.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6BVB-3593-RRRN-642N-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=59be66e4-77b4-4681-9b61-ea70feb6cb2c
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=376.1850&bid=57762&hl=
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=44-7,119
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t26-1c02.pdf#nameddest=26p1-02-05p2
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t26-1c02.pdf#nameddest=26p1-02-05p2
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3901.96
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3901.96
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/58-1-3.4
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/58-1-3.4
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/4WYH-TR40-R03N-D1N6-00008-00?cite=Tenn.%20Code%20Ann.%20%C2%A7%2056-2-121&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/4WYH-TR40-R03N-D1N6-00008-00?cite=Tenn.%20Code%20Ann.%20%C2%A7%2056-2-121&context=1000516
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/?tab=1&code=IN&chapter=IN.1682&artSec=1682.001
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/?tab=1&code=IN&chapter=IN.1682&artSec=1682.001

